La Grange

Public Board of Trustees Meeting
lerary Tuesday, April 21, 2026, 7:00pm

Dierkes Community Room

MINUTES

1. Call to Order, Roll Call
Meeting called to order by Gardner at 7:34pm. The following Trustees were present to establish a quorum.

Roll Call Vote

Katie Gardner: aye

Lisa Katzenberger: aye

Vickie Renick: aye

Chantal Panozzo Opyd: absent
Jessica Dangler: aye

Bethany Griffin: aye

Jennifer Hopkins: aye

2. Introduction of Visitors/Public Comment

Public: M. Honel-Wilson and J. Robinson
Staff: J. Hovanec, and P. Van Kempen

3. Consent Agenda and Vote
Dangler motioned to approve the consent agenda. Second by Griffin.

Roll Call Vote

Katie Gardner: aye

Lisa Katzenberger: aye

Vickie Renick: aye

Chantal Panozzo Opyd: absent
Jessica Dangler: aye

Bethany Griffin: aye

Jennifer Hopkins: aye

4. New Business
a. Executive Director Performance and Compensation Adjustment [Action] - Gardner

Katzenberger motioned to approve 4% merit and COLA raise for the Director. Second by Dangler.



Roll Call Vote

Katie Gardner: aye

Lisa Katzenberger: aye

Vickie Renick: aye

Chantal Panozzo Opyd: absent
Jessica Dangler: aye

Bethany Griffin: aye

Jennifer Hopkins: aye

b. Approval of the FY26-27 Annual Budget and Salary Scale [Action] - Hovanec
Katzenberger motioned to approve the FY26-27 Annual Budget and Salary Scale. Second by Gardner.

Roll Call Vote

Katie Gardner: aye

Lisa Katzenberger: aye

Vickie Renick: nay

Chantal Panozzo Opyd: absent
Jessica Dangler: aye

Bethany Griffin: aye

Jennifer Hopkins: aye

c. Workplace Climate Survey Results [Informational] - Hovanec

Director Hovanec shared the presentation with the board that she delivered to the staff last month.

d. Presentation of the Slate of Officers [Informational] - Gardner

President Gardner presented a new slate of Board Officers. Gardner and Katzenberger were the
nominating committee. Voting will take place at next month's meeting.

Nominations:

President - Katzenberger

Vice President - Dangler
Treasurer - Gardner

Secretary - Griffin

Committee nominations:
Policies - Griffin (Chair), Renick
Finance - Gardner (Chair), Panozzo Opyd & Hopkins
Friends - Hopkins

Village Liaison - Panozzo Opyd
RAILS & ILA - Griffin



5. Old Business
a. None

6. Committee Reports

a. Finance & Advocacy
i.  None

b. FOL Liaison
i.  The Foundation Event is taking place this Saturday, April 25™ at the Stadium Club from
Tpm to 3pm.

c. RAILS/ILA Liaison
i.  Focusing heavily on advocacy on digital funding side, workforce capacity, training,
funding Digital Library Protect Act.
ii.  Fighting eBook pricing.
ii.  Digital equity work with Cook County leadership.
iv.  Expanding tech through Cook County libraries.

d. Policies & Services
i.  None

e. Village Liaison
i.  None

1. Executive Director’s Report

i.  Interest in the Pathway Internship 9 application received to date.
ii.  Celebrated Patti Eaton retirement after 25 years of service.

8. Trustee Comments

i.  Katzenberger commented about recognizing Annual Library Worker's week. She toured the
building with a snack cart this morning and was happy to participate and see staff happily
working in the library.

ii.  Gardner gave praise to Director Hovanec for her work on the LACONI Trustee Banquet.

9. Adjournment at 8:35pm.

Respectfully submitted by:
Peter Van Kempen, IT & Operations Manager



