La Grange  Minutes of the La Grange Public Library Board of Trustees Meeting

PUb“C February 17, 2026, 7:00pm
~ Library

1. Call to Order, Roll Call
Meeting called to order by Gardner at 7:01pm. The following trustees were present to establish a quorum.

Roll Call Vote

Katie Gardner: aye

Lisa Katzenberger: aye
Vickie Renick: aye

Chantal Panozzo Opyd: aye
Jessica Dangler: aye
Bethany Griffin: aye
Jennifer Hopkins: aye

2. Introduction of Visitors/Public Comment
Public: M. Honel-Wilson
Staff: J. Hovanec, J. Chavez Buchanan and P. Van Kempen

Public comments

M. Honel-Wilson - | would like to thank the Library and the Director for once again participating in the
Building Inclusive Community Conference.

Co facilitating discussion of abundance with the Women League of Voters.

On July 20, 2026, a film of my family’s journey with Alzheimer's will be showing.

3. Consent Agenda and Vote
Hopkins motioned to approve the consent agenda. Second by Dangler.

Roll Call Vote

Katie Gardner: aye

Lisa Katzenberger: aye
Vickie Renick: aye

Chantal Panozzo Opyd: aye
Jessica Dangler: aye
Bethany Griffin: aye
Jennifer Hopkins: aye



4. New Business
A. Cook County Taxing Update [Informational] - Hovanec
Discussion on the Cook County taxing situation.
B. Resolution to Cook County Officials [Action] - Gardner
Katzenberger motioned to approve the Resolution to Cook County Officials. Second by Panozzo Opyd.

Roll Call Vote

Katie Gardner: aye

Lisa Katzenberger: aye
Vickie Renick: aye

Chantal Panozzo Opyd: aye
Jessica Dangler: aye
Bethany Griffin: aye
Jennifer Hopkins: aye

5. 0ld Business
A. Engberg Anderson Workshop #2 Update [Informational] - Katzenberger, Dangler

Update on Workshop #2 - The designs were updated based on the feedback Engberg Anderson
received from the committee. Open to comments and feedback.

6. Executive Session

The Board of Trustees may decide, by roll call vote, to convene in executive session if there are matters to
discuss confidentially, in accordance with the Open Meetings Act.

A.  Review of Executive Sesson Minutes: closed session pursuant to 5ILCS 120/2, Section 21

Dangler motioned to go into executive session at 7:43pm to discuss the Executive Session Minutes review
pursuant to 5 ILCS 120/2, Section 21. Seconded by Hopkins.

Roll Call Vote

Katie Gardner: aye

Lisa Katzenberger: aye
Vickie Renick: aye
Chantal Panozzo Opyd: aye
Jessica Dangler: aye
Bethany Griffin: aye
Jennifer Hopkins: aye

The Board of Trustees reconvened in the Open Session at 7:52pm.



Dangler motioned to approve and release the executive session minutes of July 15, 2025. Seconded by Griffin.

All in favor. Motion carried.

1. Committee Reports
A.  Finance & Advocacy -
i.  The committee will meet in March.

B. FOL Liaison -
i. none

C. RAILS/ILA Liaison -

i.  RAILS - Retirement announcement of the Downers Grove Public Library Director J.
Milavec.
ii. RAILS welcomed two members - Lake Forest Academy and Central School District b1.
iii. ILA - The Friends of the Joliet Public Library help launch the first school library in Kenya
through a book donation project fund.
iv. ILA - Legislative update of recent federal funding increase for libraries in 2026.

D. Policies & Services -
i. none

E. Village Liaison -
i. None

8. Executive Director’s Report

i. The Library received a check from the Carnegie Foundation of New York which will fund the teen
internship program.

ii. The Library has hired a new Public Services Programming Librarian, M. Monahan

iii. The Library promoted S. Boscamp to Access Services Librarian

iv.  Recruiting for a Public Servies Children’s Programming Librarian to replace P. Eaton who will be
retiring in April.

v. The Library is participating in Indie Lens Pop-Up a documentary screening series. On April 24 there
will be a viewing of The Librarians with a panel discussion following the movie.

vi. ATLAS will be hosting the Annual Trustee Day on May 16, 2026, at the Oak Lawn Public Library.



9. Trustee Comments

i. Panozzo Opyd thanked J. Hovanec for all her work on the taxing issues.
ii. Looking forward to the upcoming viewing of The Librarians and the panel discussion.
iii. If the Library Foundation gets established, we will need to see how it will algin with the Library’s
strategy.

10. Adjournment at 8:15pm

Respectfully submitted by:
Joanne Chavez Buchanan, Business Manager



