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About the La Grange Public Library (Public Body)

The La Grange Public Library serves a community of over 16,000 residents, reciprocal
borrowers from the SWAN Library system and anyone else who wishes to visit.

The La Grange Public Library is a village library established under the Illinois Local
Library Act, 75 ILCS 5, with a seven-member Board of Trustees.

We are required to report to and be answerable to: Illinois State Library, Springfield,
Illinois. Its members are State Librarian Alexi Giannoulias, Director of the State
Library, and various other staff.

Our Mission

We strive to enrich our community by inspiring connections, providing access to
meaningful resources, and encouraging curiosity in an inclusive and welcoming
atmosphere.

La Grange Public Library's Website

http://www.lagrangelibrary.org

General Fund Operating Budget

The fiscal year budget for 2024-2025 is $2,894,285.30. The annual budget reports are
available on the Library’s website, as well as Library’s Administration office.

La Grange Public Library Office

The administration office of the la Grange Public Library is located on the lower level
of the Library at 10 W. Cossitt Avenue, La Grange, IL 60525. The Library only has one
branch.
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La Grange Public Library Staff

When fully staffed, the Library employs 18 full-time employees and 20 part-time
employees. Library departments and their staff are included in the organizational
chart below.
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La Grange Public Library Trustees

LGPL is governed by an elected, unpaid, seven-member Board of Library Trustees.
Trustees are elected by the residents of La Grange. The current Board members are:

President: Katie Gardner - 2023-2027 - katie@lagrangelibrary.org

Vice President: Lisa Katzenberger - 2023-2027 - lisa@lagrangelibrary.org
Treasurer: Chantal Panozzo Opyd - 2023-2027 - chantal@lagrangelibrary.org
Secretary: Vickie Renick - 2023-2027 - vickie@lagrangelibrary.org

Trustee: Bethany Griffin - 2025-2029 - bethany@lagrangelibrary.org
Trustee: Jessica Dangler - 2025-2029 - jessica@lagrangelibrary.org

Trustee: Jenifer Hopkins - 2025-2029 - jenny@lagrangelibrary.org

Open board meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm, except
for the December meeting, which is only held if necessary. Meetings typically take
place in the Dierkes Meeting Room on the lower level of the Library.
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Committee Membership

Policy: Lisa Katzenberger, Bethany Griffin, and Jessica Dangler

Finance: Chantal Panozzo Oypd, Vickie Renick, and Jennifer Hopkins

Village Liaison: Jessica Dangler

Friends of the Library Liaison: Jennifer Hopkins

Illinois Library Association & RAILS (Reaching Across Illinois Library System):
Bethany Griffin

Freedom of Information Act

The La Grange Public Library adheres to the Freedom of Information Act, 5 ILCS 140/1
et. Seq., which is the principal Illinois statute governing the inspection of public
records. The Act requires that public bodies make available for inspection or copying
all public records to any person.

La Grange Public Library FOIA Officer

Executive Director: Jennifer Hovanec
Business Manager: Joanne Chavez-Buchanan

Filing a FOIA Request

A request for records must be made in writing and can be submitted to the attention
of the FOIA officer in the following ways:

Mail: La Grange Public Library, 10 W. Cossitt Avenue, La Grange, IL 60525

Email: foia@lagrangelibrary.org

Personal delivery: During regular business hours of the La Grange Public Library
For detailed information on how to file a FOIA visit the Library’s website at
www.lagrangelibrary.org. Tab to "About Us" - "Board of Trustees" - "Library Records".

Freedom of Information Act Request Fees

Digital copies shareable via electronic means are provided free of charge.
The charge for copies of the records will be as follows:

1) First 50 pages black and white letter or legal size: Free

2) After 50 pages: 15 cents per page. Color or oversize copies will be provided at actual
cost.

3) Fees for voluminous requests the Library may charge fees for producing
electronic records: PDF’s up to $20 for up to 80MB of data; up to $40 for up to S0MB
- 160MB of data; up to $§100 for more than 160MB of data.

Updated November, 2025


mailto:foia@lagrangelibrary.org
http://www.lagrangelibrary.org/

4) All other electronic records: up to $20 for up to 2MB of data; up to $40 for up to
4MB of data, and up to $100 for more than 4MB of data.

Responses to Requests for Records

Responses to commercial requests can be expected within 21 business days of the receipt of a
written request. If an extension is required, a FOIA officer from the Library will reach out to
the requestor.

Responses to non-commercial requests can be expected within 5 business days of the receipt
of a written request. If an extension is required, a FOIA officer from the Library will reach out
to the requestor.

Procedure for Appealing a Denial

If your request for information is denied, or denied in part, you have the right to have your
request reviewed by the Public Access Counselor (PAC) at the office of the Illinois Attorney
General. 5 ILCS 140/9.5(a). You can file your Request for Review with the PAC by writing to:

Office of the Illinois Attorney General
Public Access Counselor

500 South 24 Street

Springfield, IL 62701
public.access@ilag.gov

877-299-3642

You also have the right to seek Judicial review of your denial by filing a lawsuit in the State
circuit court. 5 ILCS 140/11. If you choose to file a Request for Review with the PAC, you must
do so within 60 calendar days of the date of this denial letter. 5ILCS 140/9.5(a). Please note
that you must include a copy of your original FOIA request and the denial letter when filing a
Request for Review with the PAC.

Records Immediately Available Upon Request

e Anorganization chart and staff contact information
e Library Board of Trustees members and committees
e Library Board meeting agendas and minutes

e Library Board policies

e Annual budget of the Library
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La Grange Public Library Record Retention Schedule and Regulations

The La Grange Public Library follows the Records Retention Schedule and Regulations as set
by the Local Records commission of the State of Illinois. A full schedule is available in the
Administration office during regular business hours.

Additional Information

For additional detail information reference the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Requests
Operating Policy at the Library’s website www.lagrangelibrary.org.
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