Book Club Picks and Resources

All's Well by Mona Awad

Miranda Fitch, a theater professor struggling with chronic pain and a failing
career, is given the power to transfer her pain to others by three mysterious
men. This newfound ability initially brings relief and success, but it soon spirals
into mania and destructive behavior. The novel explores themes of female pain,
power dynamics, and the complexities of relationships, using Shakespeare's "All's
Well That Ends Well" as a backdrop and a source of conflict with her students.

Book Discussion Guide

The Ballad of Jacquotte Delahaye by Briony Cameron

. An epic dazzling tale based on true events. The Ballad of Jacquotte
4 B Delahayeilluminates a woman of color's rise to power as one of the few
JAC QIj EEdd purported female pirate captains to sail the Caribbean, and the forbidden love
SYIPNIV R storythat will shape the course of history.
Tl Book Discussion Guide

BRIONY CAMERON

EAUTVIAN Beautyland by Marie-Helene Bertino

A woman who doesn't feel at home on Earth and was born with knowledge
of afaraway planet is encouraged by a friend to share what she knows. A
novel of startling originality about the fragility and resilience of life on our
Earth and in our universe. It is a remarkable evocation of the feeling of being
in exile at home, and it introduces a gentle, unforgettable alien for our times

Book Discussion Guide

Beaverland: how one weird rodent made America by Leila Philip

LEILA PHILIP Beaverland delves into the beaver's role in shaping the landscape, the early
BEAVER American economy through the fur trade, and the complex relationship between
LAND & humans and these industrious rodents. It explores the profound impact of
‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ , beavers on North American history, culture, and environment. Philip's narrative
- weaves together natural history, social history, and personal experiences to reveal
how beavers have influenced everything from ecosystems to the nation's first
corporations

Made America

Book Discussion Guide
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_ Brave the Wild River: the untold story of two women who mapped the
| botany of the Grand Canyon by Melissa Sevigny

VAR NIEE  The riveting tale of two pioneering botanists and their historic boat trip down
LBERINERRRE the Colorado River and through the Grand Canyon. Their story is a
spellbinding adventure of two women who risked their lives to make an
unprecedented botanical survey of a little-known corner of the American
West at a time when human influences had begun to change it forever.

Book Discussion Guide

City of Night Birds by Juhea Kim

After a career-halting accident, prima ballerina Natalia Leonova returns to St.
Petersburg to confront her past and to decide whether to rejoin the stage
amidst the ruthless world of Russian ballet. Painting a vivid portrait where
cutthroat ambition, ever-shifting politics, and sublime artistry collide, City of
Night Birds unveils the making of a dancer with both profound intimacy and
breathtaking scope.

Book Discussion Guide

EVERYONE Everyone Who Is Gone Is Here: The United States, Central America,

WHI(; IHSE(; % NE  and the making of a crisis by Jonathan Blitzer

% . @ An epic, heartbreaking, and deeply reported history of the disastrous
%’?ﬁ& humanitarian crisis at the southern border told through the lives of the
TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT migrants forced to risk everything and the policymakers who determine
”‘\CEN;RAL AGMleCAC A:DSTHE their fate.
JONATHAN BLITZER Book Discussion Guide

]; MOIHYEGAN A Fever in the Heartland by Timothy Egan
A FEVER IN THE  Ahistorical thriller by the Pulitzer and National Book Award-winning author
HEARTLA N D that tells the riveting story of the Klan's rise to power in the 1920s, the
e e CUNNING cON Man who drove that rise, and the woman who stopped them.
mwwawsnore |t mMarries a propulsive drama to a powerful and page-turning reckoning with
i storia """,‘ s one of the darkest threads in American history.

 WHOSTOPPED THEM

o — Book Discussion Guide
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bl From Here to the Great Unknown by Lisa Marie Presley & Riley Keough

GREAT UNKNOWN

-~ Borntoan American myth and raised in the wilds of Graceland, Lisa
Marie Presley tells her whole story for the first time in this raw,
riveting, one-of-a-kind memoir faithfully completed by her
daughter, Riley Keough.

Book Discussion Guide

LiSA'MARIE PRESLEY
RILEY KEOUGH

Good Dirt by Charmaine Wilkerson

2553
GOOd When ten-year-old Ebby Freeman heard the gunshot, time stopped. And when she
saw her brother, Baz, lying on the floor surrounded by the shattered pieces of a
D = centuries-old jar, life as Ebby knew it shattered as well. Years later, while fleeing a
I l'i' S public breakup, she uncovers how that lost, shattered jar may hold secrets to her

future.
CHARMAINE

WILKERSON Book Discussion Guide

NG AuTHoR of BLACK CAKE

Homeseeking by Karissa Chen

Homeseeking follows separated lovers through six decades of tumultuous
Chinese history as war, famine, and opportunity take them separately to the
song halls of Hong Kong, the military encampments of Taiwan, the bustling
streets of New York, and sunny California.

Book Discussion Guide

\¢ | Husbands & Lovers by Beatriz Williams

LUBLEO LA Two women, separated by decades and continents, but sharing an exotic family
heirloom, search for their lost loves and reclaim secrets. An unforgettable
journey of heartbreak and redemption, from the revolutionary fires of
midcentury Egypt to the moneyed beaches of contemporary New England.

Vom

Book Discussion Guide
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LISTEN Listen for the Lie by Amy Tintera
FéR What if you thought you murdered your best friend? And if everyone
— TR~ else thought so too? And what if the truth doesn't matter?
ERSEVRMEDNH When Lucy's friend Savvy is murdered, anyone could be the killer, even
Lucy, and soon enough a true-crime podcast comes investigating.

AMY.-.
TINTERA Book Discussion Guide

ANevel

“ Long Island by Colm Taibin

 Aman with an Irish accent knocks on Eilis Fiorello’s door on Long Island. In that
moment, everything changes. This stranger will reveal something that will
make Eilis question the life she has created. For the first time in years she

~ suddenly feels very far from home and the revelation will see her turn towards
Ireland once again. Back to her mother. Back to the town and the people she
had chosen to leave behind.

Book Discussion Guide

Lucky by Marissa Stapley

When talented grifter Lucky Armstrong discovers that a lottery ticket she
bought on a whim is worth millions, she must find a way to cash the
winning ticket without the police arresting her for her past crimes.

Book Discussion Guide

Rental House by Weike Wang

Keru and Nate are college sweethearts who marry despite their family
differences: Keru'’s strict, Chinese, immigrant parents demand perfection, while
Nate’s rural, white, working-class family distrusts his intellectual ambitions and
his “foreign” wife. Some years into their marriage, the couple invites their
families on vacation. Keru, Nate, and their giant sheepdog navigate visits from
in-laws and unexpected guests, all while wondering if they have what it takes to
answer the big questions: How do you cope when your spouse and your family

of origin clash? Book Discussion Guide
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The Sisterhood: The Secret History of Women at the CIA by Liza Munday

k A history of the women who fought to become operatives, transformed spy craft,
and tracked down Osama Bin Laden. Created in the aftermath of World War |1, the

WOMEN | ClArelied on women even as it attempted to channel their talents to keep them
LN .| down.Women sent cables, made dead drops, and maintained the agency’s secrets
(J I :\ " despite discrimination. The women who started as clerks, secretaries, or unpaid

A MENDY spouses rose to become some of the CIA's shrewdest operatives.

Book Discussion Guide

Slow Dance by Rainbow Rowell

Fourteen years after they went their separate ways, 33-year-old Shiloh, a
divorced, single mom living back in the same house she grew up in, attends a
high school friend's wedding in hopes of seeing Cary, the boy she never
realized she loved until he was lost. Slow Danceis the story of two kids who fell
in love before they knew enough about love to recognize it. Two friends who
lost everything. Two adults who just feel lost.

Book Discussion Guide

The Strange Case of Jane O. by Karen Thompson Walker

After giving birth, Jane experiences amnesia, hallucinations, and
premonitions, leading to her sudden disappearance and a subsequent
JANE 0. episode of dissociative fugue; her psychiatrist investigates the links
KAREN between her struggles and a traumatic past, he grapples with
THOMPSON guestions of memory and reality, while a ghostly figure warns of impending
disaster.

Book Discussion Guide

WE WILL BE We Will Be Jaguars: A Memoir of My People by Nemonte Nenquimo

JA?"’#P We Will Be Jaguars focuses on Nenquimo's efforts to protect the Amazon

rainforest and the Waorani way of life from logging, mining, and oil

extraction. The book explores generations of oral history. It reveals the
impacts of colonialism and challenges racist perceptions of Indigenous
peoples.

Book Discussion Guide
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