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PROGRAMS 
 
Library programming supports the mission and values of the La Grange Public Library (the 
Library) to enrich our community by inspiring connections, providing access to meaningful 
resources and encouraging curiosity in an inclusive and welcoming atmosphere. Our purpose is 
to support our guiding values to engage, connect, explore and grow.  
 
As a member of the American Library Association, the Library affirms that, “Library-initiated 
programs utilize library worker expertise for community interests, collections, services, facilities, 
and providing access to information and resources. They introduce users and potential users to 
library resources and the library's role as a facilitator of information access.  Libraries may 
participate in cooperative or joint programs with other agencies, organizations, Institutions or 
individuals to facilitate information access to the community the Library serves."1 
 

Program Definitions 
Because the Library is an active hub for community users, it provides a variety of programs from 
storytime to book clubs and beyond. The Library's spaces may be reserved for specific community 
use in compliance with Board of Trustees approved policies. Booking a reservable space in the 
Library as a private individual or organization does not result in the Library’s sponsorship or 
endorsement of the event or use of the space. Programs generally fall into the following 
categories, which the Library clearly identifies as:  
 

• Library-Initiated Program: A program that is actively developed and organized by La 
Grange Public Library staff to address community needs and interests utilizing their 
expertise and resources that comply with the Board of Trustees approved policies. 
Partnerships shall be deemed as Library-Initiated Programs. 

 
• Library-Partnership Program: A program that is actively developed, organized and 

promoted in partnership with another community organization. The Library may co-
sponsor programs with other organizations or groups. These programs will be considered 
Library-sponsored programs.  
 

• Public-Initiated Program: A program where the community or individuals outside the 
Library staff actively propose and drive the development and content of the program and 
utilize the Library facility in compliance with Board of Trustees adopted policies and 
regular library procedures. The Library does not advertise, sponsor, or endorse these  

 
1 Interpretations of the Library Bill of Rights: 
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/librarybill/interpretations/programsdisplays 
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programs, and asks that groups use the following disclaimer on their advertisement:   
“The La Grange Public Library provides meeting room space as a community service. The 
Library neither sponsors nor endorses this event nor the participating individual(s) or 
organization(s) and is not responsible for the information presented.”   

 
Parameters 
Presenters may not directly solicit business or patron contact information before, during, or 
following a program, although cards and brochures may be left on display for interested attendees 
to pick up. Merchandise may be sold with pre-approval by the Executive Director or their 
designee. 
 
Factors considered when planning Library-Initiated and Library-Partnership Program programs 
for patrons are relevance to community needs and diversity of interests, popular appeal, 
suitability for intended audience, responsible fiscal stewardship, the availability of staff, building 
and virtual meeting spaces, and complementing the Library’s technology. Staff welcomes 
program suggestions and proposals via our online form while still retaining the right to 
determine which programs and events are scheduled. Presentation of a program topic does not 
constitute an endorsement by the Library of the group’s or individual’s policies or beliefs.  
 
The Library reserves the right to charge for programs when appropriate, but the goal is to offer all 
programs free of charge. Occasionally, the Library may indicate in advertising for programs that 
they are more or less suitable for children. Parents, guardians and caregivers are solely 
responsible for any restrictions on their children's access to and participation in programs offered 
at the Library. 
 
Library-initiated programs support the mission of the Library by providing users with additional 
opportunities for accessing information, education and recreation, which may include differing 
points of view on controversial or debatable subjects. The Library does not promulgate particular 
beliefs or views, nor does the selection or approval of a program express or imply endorsement of 
the viewpoint of the sponsoring organization or individual. Library programs will not be marked 
or identified to show approval or disapproval of the contents.  
 
Public-Initiated Programs are planned by the community or individuals outside the Library staff 
and are not subject to reconsideration.  
 
Comments from members of the community about the Library's offerings frequently provide 
library workers with useful information about interests or needs that may not be adequately met 
by current available resources and program offerings. the Library welcomes expression of 
opinion by patrons but will be governed by this Program Policy in making additions to or deleting 
programs from its roster of offerings.  
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While the selection of programs appropriate to the needs of the community is one of the basic 
duties of the professional library staff and of the Executive Director, it is recognized that a 
member of the community may find an item personally objectionable. La Grange residents and 
taxpayers are encouraged to bring their concerns regarding any specific program being offered to 
the attention of the Library Staff in either an informal discussion or through a formal complaint 
process.  
  
Those wishing to use the formal complaint process will be referred to the form appended to this 
policy, entitled “La Grange Public Library Reconsideration Request Form.”  
  
While the Library works through the Reconsideration Request process, the Board of Library 
Trustees of the Village of La Grange declares as a matter of firm principle that no challenged 
library program should be removed from its schedule and the program will continue as planned.  

 
Americans with Disabilities Act 
Programming practices adhere to the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the American 
Library Association’s Bill of Rights. ADA accommodations for programs are available by request. 
Individuals and groups using the meeting room and presenters are responsible for meeting the 
requirements of the ADA by providing, and if necessary, paying for qualified interpreters or 
auxiliary aids upon request to individuals who require certain accommodations which would 
enable them to equally observe or participate in the meeting. 
 

See Also: 
• Code of Conduct Policy 
• Partnership/Sponsorship Policy 
• Reservable Spaces Policy 
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La Grange Public Library Reconsideration Request Form 
 
Request to Reconsider: __________________________________________________________  
 
Presenter or Author: ___________________________________________________________  
  
Request Initiated by: ___________________________________________________________  
 
Address: _____________________________________________________________________  
  
City: _______________________________________________________________________  
 
State: ________ _______________________________________Zip code: ________________  
 
Phone: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Are you a La Grange resident or taxpayer? ____ Yes ____ No  
 
  
Request represents: ____ Self ____ Organization 
 
 List Name (if representing organization): __________________________________________  
 
  

1. What concerns you about the program/work? Please be specific.  
 
 

 
2. Did you examine the entire work or program?  

 
 

 
3. What good or valuable features do you find in the work or program?    
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4. What do you believe is the theme of this work/program?    
 
 

 
5. What do you feel might be the result of attending or viewing this material?    

 
 

6. Do you think this program or work would be more appropriate for a different age group?  
Please explain.    
 
 

7. What would you like the Library to do about this material or program?   
 
 

 
8. What work of equal quality would you recommend in its place that would convey as 

valuable a picture, perspective, and treatment of the subject?   
 
 

 
9. Are you aware of the judgement of this work by critics?  

 
  
Signature of Complainant: ______________________________       Date: ___________  
 
[Your completion and signing of this form identify you with specific library materials and 
programs. As such, the information you provide in completing this form will be kept confidential 
by the La Grange Public Library]  
 
  
 
Staff member receiving request: __________________________   Date: ___________  
 
  
 
[Staff member will send the original to the Library Executive Director and give a copy to the 
complainant.] 


