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March-May Programs

PROGRAMS  EVENTS  SERVICES

Welcome Jennifer Hovanec, New La Grange Public Library Executive Director
After a nationwide search, Jennifer Hovanec accepted the position of Executive Director at 
the La Grange Public Library. She began her role on Wednesday, January 25.

Most recently, Hovanec served as Circulation Manager at Northbrook Public Library, and 
currently serves as a Trustee for the Villa Park Public Library. She also served as the 
Calumet City Public Library Director. Hovanec earned her Master’s Degree in Library 
Science from Dominican University, and her Bachelor’s Degree in English Literature from 
Benedictine University.

“I am honored to be joining the team at the La Grange Public Library as Executive Director,” 
said Hovanec.

“Both the Board of Trustees and staff wowed me with their enthusiasm for their community 
and passion for library work. I am looking forward to collaborating with the staff, trustees 
and community partners throughout the Village of La Grange.”

The Library Board of Trustees began a national search for the new executive director in September with the assistance of 
Bradbury Miller Associates when former director, Charity Gallardo, accepted the role of Executive Director at Schenectady 
County Public Library System in Schenectady, New York.

“We are thrilled Jenn will be leading our team. Her broad background in libraries and management, along with her infectious 
enthusiasm for the patrons and staff, make her a great fit for the La Grange community. We look forward to working with her” 
said Elizabeth Crewe, La Grange Public Library Board President.
 

Spring Virtual Author Visits

The Weird & Wonderful World with Mary Roach
Wednesday, March 1, 7:00-8:00pm
Enjoy an entertaining evening with New York Times best-selling science author, Mary Roach. 
Roach will discuss her frank approach to science, the importance of humor and explore the 
weird, wonderful world in which we live. Annalee Newitz, of the podcast Our Opinions are 
Correct, will also make an appearance. Register on our website to receive the Zoom link.

Danny Trejo Talks Tacos, Hollywood and Redemption
Tuesday, April 4, 7:00-8:00pm
More information coming soon. Please visit the Events page of our website.

Secrets of the Puzzle Master: A Conversation with Will Shortz
Tuesday, April 25, 7:00-8:00pm
Will Shortz, the editor of The New York Times crossword puzzle, and the world’s only 
academically accredited puzzle master, discusses his work. The author/editor of more than 
500 puzzle books, Shortz is also the puzzle master for NPR’s Weekend Edition Sunday and the 
founder and director of the American Crossword Puzzle Tournament. Register on our website 
to receive the Zoom link.

Offered in partnership with Illinois Libraries Present



Programs for Adults
Enrichment

Monday Matinee
Every Monday, 1:00-4:00pm
Start the week off with popcorn and a 
great movie! Check our online calendar 
for the weekly features. D

La Grange Writers Group
Wednesdays, March 8 & 22, April 12 & 26, May 10 & 24, 6:30-8:30pm
Feeling creative? Join the La Grange Writers Group! Get feedback 
on your work and give feedback to other local authors. R 

First Ladies: Founding Mothers
Thursday, March 23, 2023  7:00-8:00pn
Learn about the founding mothers, Martha Washington, Abigail 
Adams and Dolley Madison, in this first-person presentation 
from Valerie Gugala. Valerie has been studying the Lincoln family 
for more than 50 years, which led to her interest in the First 
Ladies. R

American Sign Language for 
Beginners
Monday, April 3, 10, 17 & 24, 5:00-6:00pm
Join Lyons Township High School 
American Sign Language (ASL) 
teacher, Krystle Conrad, and ASL Club students in this four week 
series. Learn conversational phrases and the importance of ASL 
in our community. R

Climate Change: Solving the Wicked 
Problem
Thursday, April 13, 7:00-8:00pm
Systems experts call climate change 
a “wicked problem” because it defies 
the usual problem-solving paradigms 
humanity is built for. Join Rick Knight, 
Research Coordinator from Citizens’ Climate Education, as he 
takes you on an audiovisual journey from science to solutions. R

Protecting Seniors from Identity Theft & Scams
Thursday, April 27, 1:00-2:00pm
Julianne Rizzo of Oasis Senior Advisors will discuss identity 
theft and scams, including what high-risk activities to avoid, 
what to look out for and what to do if you’ve been the victim of 
identity theft. R

Medicare Seminar
Tuesday, May 16, 6:30-8:30pm
Learn about Medicare changes and how to select the best 
Medicare Supplement plan and Part D Drug plan. Especially 
important for those approaching age 65. Presented by Courtenay 
Erb of Access Benefit Plan Consultants. D
 

Arts & Crafts
Needle Felted Bunny
Thursday, March 16, 7:00-8:30pm
The Easter Bunny is coming early this year! Join us at the Library 
to make an adorable needle felted bunny. Registration opens 
Wednesday, March 1. R

Coloring Club (for Adults)
Mondays, March 20, April 24 & May 22, 7:00-8:00pm 
Bring your own colored pencils, pens, crayons, markers or paint 
to this relaxing coloring program. We’ll provide coloring pages, 
camaraderie and music. R 

Introduction to SoulCollage® 
Sunday, March 26, 2:00-4:00pm 
Your SoulCollage Deck is the Story of 
You! Create a unique deck of colorful, 
collaged SoulCollage cards with deep 
personal meaning. Consult your cards, 
discover your inner wisdom and find answers to life’s questions. 
Handouts and materials will be provided for at least three cards 
to begin your journey. Led by Kim Abbati, SoulCollage facilitator. 
R

Party Animals!
Thursday, April 20, 7:00-8:30pm
It's party time! Make a party animal to give as a gift or to use as a 
cake topper. Registration opens Saturday, April 1. R

Happy Little Painting Party
Thursday, April 27, 7:00-8:00pm
Get creative and enjoy the soothing wisdom 
of Bob Ross as we paint along with an 
episode of The Joy of Painting. Materials 
provided. Bring an apron or wear clothes 
you won’t mind getting paint on. R

Three-Tiered Serving Stand
Thursday, May 25, 7:00-8:30pm
We will be making a three-tiered serving stand, 
great for special occasions, using vintage plates. 
Registration opens Monday, May 1. R

R for register, D for drop-in
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Lactation Station: Breastfeeding Clinic
Thursday, March 2, April 6, May 4, 1:30-2:30pm
This is a welcoming group where you can meet other 
breastfeeding moms, ask questions and get assistance and 
support. Led by Vanessa Prinz, Board Certified Lactation 
Consultant. R

Versiti Blood Drive 
Thursday, March 9 and May 18, 4:00-7:00pm    
Sign up for Versiti’s urgent need blood drive and take the first step 
toward saving lives. In compliance with our state’s ordinance, 
donors will be required to wear masks during the donation 
process. R

Meditation Techniques to Reduce Stress 
Monday, April 3, 6:30-7:30pm
Join Zelma Chamberlain, M. Ed, a long-time 
meditator, as she discusses the extraordinary 
effect of meditation to reduce stress-related 
responses, improve concentration, and 
enhance clarity of thought and mental 
equilibrium. She will also present a simple and 
effective meditation technique. R

Health & Wellness

Next Chapter Book Club
Thursdays, March 2 and 16, April 13 and 27, May 11 and 25 
4:30-5:30pm
Participants will read a book together in a group setting, often 
reading one chapter per week. Make friends, read, learn and 
have fun together. Next Chapter Book Club is open to adults with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities. R

Virtual Discussion: The School for Good 
Mothers
Monday, March 13, 10:30-11:30am
In this explosive debut novel by Jessamine Chan, 
one lapse in judgement lands a young mother in 
a government reform program where custody of 
her child hangs in the balance. R

Cookbook Club
Wednesday March 22, April 26 and May 24, 1:30-3:00pm
Join us for a new type of book club. Get a copy of the cookbook 
at the Library and pick out a recipe. Send your selected recipe to 
lgref@lagrangelibrary.org and bring your treat to share. R

     • March: The Pioneer Woman Cooks Super Easy
     • April:  America’s Test Kitchen; How Can It Be Gluten Free 
     • May: The Pretty Dish

Cooking Programs

Book Discussions

Programs for Adults

Vegan Dishes with Chef Susan Maddox
Monday, March 13, 7:00-8:30pm
Join Chef Susan Maddox as she shares her favorite vegan recipes 
with us. Samples included! R

Spring Cuisine with Chef Susan Maddox
Monday, April 17, 7:00-8:30pm
Chef Susan Maddox will show how to 
prepare simple spring meals in this live 
cooking demonstration. Recipes will be 
provided. R

Amazing Matcha
Monday, May 8, 6:30-8:00pm
What is matcha, why is it so popular and how is it used? We’ll
discuss how matcha is made, what makes it special, and the 
uses for the different grades. Participants will taste matcha in 
different forms and explore ideas for at-home preparation. R

Virtual Discussion: The Hero of This Book
Monday, April 10, 10:30-11:30am
A taut, groundbreaking new novel from 
bestselling and award-winning author 
Elizabeth McCracken. The Hero of this Book 
explores a writer's relationship with her 
larger-than-life mother and the very nature of 
writing, memory and art. R

Virtual Discussion: The Swimmers
Monday, May 8, 10:30-11:30am
The Swimmers is a tour de force of economy, precision and 
emotional power about what happens to a group of obsessed 
recreational swimmers when a crack appears at the bottom of 
their local pool. From the award-winning author of The Buddha in 
the Attic and When the Emperor Was Divine. R

Noir From Afar
Tuesday, May 23, 7:00-8:00pm
The Churchgoer, by Patrick Coleman, is a haunting debut literary 
noir about a former pastor’s search to find a missing woman in 
the toxic, contradictory underbelly of southern California. R



Programs for Tweens
Grades 5-8 (unless noted)

Google Slides Basics
Wednesday, March 15, 6:30-7:30pm
Learn the basics of Google Slides in this introductory class. R

Social Media for Businesses 
and Entrepreneurs
Tuesday, March 21, 12:00-1:00pm
There’s no shortage of social media 
sites to promote your business, but 
which ones are the best for you? 
This class will provide an overview 
of Facebook, Twitter, Instagram 
and more so you can get started 
with the platform(s) that are right for you. R

Technology Programs for Adults
Save It to the Cloud
Wednesday, April 5, 7:00-8:30pm
Learn how to back up your 
documents, music and photos to 
online cloud solutions, many of 
which are cheap or free. We’ll also 
show the basics of onsite backup and 
the 3-2-1 backup strategy. Useful for safety and sharing! R

Google Forms Basics
Wednesday, April 19, 6:30-7:30pm
Learn the basics of Google Forms in this introductory class. R

Programs for 
Tweens & Teens

Grades 5-12

After School Hangout 
March-May
Welcome all tweens and teens! 
Hang out after school with friends 
in our Dierkes meeting room, play 
games, enjoy snacks and more! 
Space is available periodically, so 
check our online events calendar 
for dates and times. D 

Skittles BINGO 
Wednesday, March 22, 3:00-4:00pm 
Join us for a special Skittles BINGO game to kick off this week’s 
After School Hangout. After BINGO, hang out with your friends in 
the space, as usual. D 

 

Needle Felting a Bunny Friend 
Thursday, March 9, 3:45-4:45pm 
We’ll be needle felting a soft bunny 
from wool. The technique is just like 
that used in the previous year’s grab 
and go kits, but we’ll be making this 
together at the Library! R 

Coding Club 
Tuesday, March 14, April 11 & May 9, 3:45-4:45pm 
Learn to code, work at your own pace, create cool projects and 
gain real-life skills in coding club. R
  
Ukrainian Inspired Egg Dyeing 
Tuesday, April 4, 3:45-4:45pm 
Make intricately patterned eggs 
inspired by the Ukrainian dyeing 
tradition. We’ll supply the dyeing 
equipment and two eggs per child. R
  
DIY Paper Garland for Spring 
Wednesday, May 3, 3:45-4:45 PM 
Sew a simple cardstock paper garland with the Library’s sewing 
machines that you can use to decorate a room or window. R
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Programs for Teens
Grades 7-12 (unless noted)

100 Books Before Graduation 
Challenge!   
Open to all teens grades 9-12   
Do you think you can read 100 books 
before graduating? Log your reading 
in Beanstack to earn prizes and a 
new set of badges for every 25 books 
read. Read 100 books and earn a free book of your choice! Get 
started on our website. R

Teen Writer's Studio 
Thursday, March 2 & 16, April 6 & 20, May 4 & 18, 4:30-5:30pm 
Love to write, but need feedback? Drop by to share your talent 
and opinions with peers in this writing and critique-style 
program. We’ll also have writing prompts and activities. D
  
Cooperative Gaming Club 
Tuesday, March 21, April 18, and May 16, 4:00-5:30pm 
Learn to play a different cooperative game each month. 
Cooperative games are games where all participants work 
together toward a common goal, instead of there being a single 
winner. R
 
      • March 21: Forbidden Island 
      • April 18: Hanabi 
      • May 16: TBA
  
How to Reduce College Costs
Thursday, April 6, 7:00-8:00pm 
Grades 9-12 and caregivers 
Learn little-known financial strategies you can use to reduce 
college costs, improve admissions chances and increase 
scholarship opportunities. Learn income, assets and borrowing 
tools, as well as the new FAFSA rules and how they will impact 
what you pay for college. The workshop will be held at the Linda 
Sokol Francis Brookfield Library (3541 Park Ave., Brookfield). R

Rescue Bears Community Service Program 
Tuesday, April 11, 6:30-8:00pm 
Join the Library’s Teen Advisory Board in 
making Rescue Bears to benefit the Erin 
Foundation and the Institute for Positive Mental 
Health. The bears are made from repurposed 
socks, and the Library will provide all required 
supplies. No experience is required and the 
activity counts toward community service hours. R
 
Latte Art: Totoro 
Tuesday, May 2, 4:00-5:00pm  
Learn how to create foamy latte art of the 
beloved Miyazaki character, Totoro. We’ll supply 
all the ingredients, including coffee or hot 
chocolate (your choice). R
 

Browse our Growing Teen Playaway 
Collection! 
Check out popular titles like Markus Zusak's 
The Book Thief, and The Summer I Turned 
Pretty series by Jenny Han. 
Playaways are preloaded, MP3 
players, so there's no CD player or 
other device required! Playaways 
are located in the Teen room.

Teen Volunteers Needed for Summer! 
Applications available starting April 1. Due May 1.
We are looking for dedicated volunteers to assist 
with a variety of summer reading program tasks. 
Open to grades 7-12. Pick up an application at the 
Library, or fill out the form on the Teen page of 
our website. Attendance at one of the following 
volunteer training sessions is required:  

     • Monday, May 15: 7:00-8:00pm 
     • Wednesday, May 17: 3:45-4:45pm 
     • Saturday, May 20: 2:00-3:00pm 



Programs for Children & Families

Tiny Toes Music    
Saturday, April 22, 10:00-10:45am  
Ages birth-5. Older siblings welcome.   
Join us for musical fun with your little 
one! Tiny Toes Music features fun songs, 
dancing, a storybook and instrument 
activities especially created for young children. R  

Spring Messy Art    
Wednesday, April 12, 3:00-4:00pm 
Ages 2-5 
Stop by and let your preschooler discover and create. Tables will 
be set up with a variety of winter-themed art projects. Stay for 
one or try them all. Dress to get messy! D 
 
1000 Books Before Kindergarten Participation Party & 
Stuffed Animal Sleepover 
Friday, May 12, 6:30-7:00pm 
Whether you’ve read one book or 1000, celebrate with a fun 
evening at the Library. Wear your pajamas and bring a favorite 
stuffed animal or doll for stories, songs and a craft. If you 
finished our 1000 Books Before Kindergarten program within 
the last year, we’ll celebrate your accomplishment, too! When 
our party is finished, you’ll head home, but your stuffie will get 
to sleep over at the Library. Come back Saturday morning to pick 
them up and discover what adventures they had while you were 

Have You SCENE These PEEPS?! 
Scenes due April 10-14  
All Ages
Craft a scene with PEEPS! Pick up two 
PEEPS bunnies (while supplies last) at the 
Library, or buy your own. Then, at home, 
craft a creative scene using your own 
empty shoe box, craft supplies and as many 
PEEPS as you'd like. Bring your completed diorama to the Library 
between April 10-14. Scenes will be displayed in the Library from 
April 14-28, and Library staff will vote on the top submission in 
three categories: children (12 and under), teens (13-19) and adults 
(20+). All participants will have their entry shared on our social 
media, and winners will receive a gift card to a local business! D

  
Free Comic Book Day 
Saturday, May 6, All Day 
All Ages 
Help us celebrate the visual magic of 
comics! Drop by the Library to pick up a 
free comic (while supplies last). D

For Everyone

Registration for spring programs and storytimes begins 
Monday, February 27. 

  

Birth-Age 6  
  
Toddler Storytime  
Tuesday, March 14-Thursday, April 20 
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday
9:30-10:00am  
No storytimes the week of March 28.  
Ages 2-3
Storytime introduces children to early literacy skills through 
half an hour of stories, activities and songs.  All storytimes are 
drop-in, but space is limited to the first 20 children and their 
caregivers. D 
   
Baby Storytime   
Tuesday, March 14-Thursday, April 20 
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday 
10:30-11:00am
No storytimes the week of March 28  
Ages birth-23 months with a caregiver.  
Let us introduce your little one to 
storytime! This interactive program includes books, action 
rhymes, songs and bubbles. Space is limited to 15 children and 
their caregivers. D
   
Family Storytime & Craft  
Saturday, March 11 and April 15, 10:00-11:00am  
Ages birth-5. Older siblings welcome.  
The entire family is invited to join us for stories, songs and a fun 
craft. R
    
Pajama Storytime   
Wednesday, March 22 and April 19
7:00-7:30pm  
Ages birth-5. Older siblings welcome.  
Snuggle up to some great stories and songs! 
If you’d like, wear your P.J.s and bring 
something to cuddle. R  

R for register, D for drop-in

  www.lagrangelibrary.org                       Spring 2023



Programs for Children & Families

Read to the Dogs  
Monday, March 20, April 17 and May 22
7:00-8:00pm 
Grades K-6 
Stop by the Library to read to a 
specially trained dog for 15 minutes. 
Advanced registration is not required, 
but you will need to stop by the 
Children’s Services desk to reserve a time slot beginning at 
6:45pm the evening of the program. Reading time is a one-on-one 
experience as it provides an opportunity for each child to read 
aloud without being critiqued. D 
 
LEGO® Club  
Thursdays, March 2 and April 6, 3:45-4:45pm 
Preschool-Grade 6 
LEGO enthusiasts are invited to meet and work individually or 
as a group. All supplies will be provided, and your project will be 
on display until the next LEGO Club. Bring your imagination and 
creativity! D
 
Perler Bead Pop Art 
Thursday, March 16, 3:45-4:45pm 
Grades K-4 
Pick your pattern, place your design on a grid, 
then watch as your beads fuse together into a fun 
pop art creation. From Minecraft, to Marvel, to 
Disney and more, Perler Beads are a fun way to 
explore your creativity! D

Kids Bake: Irish Soda Bread 
Friday, March 17, 3:45-4:45pm 
Ages 8-12 
St. Patrick’s Day is here! Let’s make 
some delicious Irish soda bread to 
share with our families. R

School Age
Change Makers’ Club 
Monday, March 20, April 17 and May 22, 3:45-4:45pm 
Grades 3-6 
Calling all kids who want to make the world a better place! Join 
us to read a book about someone who made a positive impact on 
their community, then explore the topic through discussion and 
a game or a craft. R
  

Draw Yourself as a Superhero 
Thursday, April 13, 3:45-4:30pm 
Grades 3-6 
Comic book artist, Gene Ha, will 
guide you on the art of developing 
and drawing superheroes. Together, 
the class will name a problem and 
then suggest to Gene how to draw a 
superhero who can solve that problem. 
Next, each child will write down a new 
problem and draw themselves as the hero who can fix it. This 
program is brought to you through generous donations to the 
Tyler Duelm Memorial Fund. R 
 

Seed Art 
Thursday, April 20, 3:45-4:45 
Grades K-6 
Stop by and create a mosaic picture using a 
variety of seeds, beans and grains. D 

New Board Games Added to Collection
Looking for a fun family activity? Check out a new board game to play at home! Have fun learning to play chess with 
StoryTime Chess, find the hidden treasure with Mysterium Kids, challenge your reflexes with Ghost Blitz and more. 
See all our circulating board games on the Kids page of our website.

Connect with us on social media!
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Library Hours
Mon-Fri: 9:00am-9:00pm
Saturday: 9:00am-5:00pm
Sunday: 1:00-5:00pm* 
Labor Day-Memorial Day

Holiday Closures
Memorial Day:
Monday, May 29

Website 
www.lagrangelibrary.org

Phone
708-215-3200 

La Grange
Public
Library
10 West Cossitt Avenue
La Grange, IL 60525

Lyons Township High School Student Art Show
Month of March
Don't miss this art exhibit featuring ceramics, sculptures and more created by our talented local 
high school students! Visit our stairwell display cases to view the exhibit. D

Ivan's Mission
Month of April
This collection of black and white photographs by Juliana Delgado 
calls the viewer to look beyond an autism diagnosis to see a person 
for who they truly are. In honor of Autism Awareness Month. This 
exhibit will be on display on the Library's lower level. D

Methodist Preschool Art Show
Month of May
Enjoy a delightful collection of colorful works from the young artists at First United Methodist 
Preschool. This exhibit will be on display on the Library's lower level. D

Spring Art Exhibits


