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Illinois Libraries Present

PROGRAMS  EVENTS  SERVICES

Virtual: A Conversation with Shauna Sever
Tuesday, December 13, 7:00-8:00pm
Join Shauna Sever, cookbook author, TV and radio contributor, 
and daughter of the great Midwest, for this special holiday event. 
Shauna will share her love of food, baking, and some tips to make 
your holiday gatherings delicious. Register on our website to 
receive Zoom link.

Virtual: A Conversation with Ross Gay
Wednesday, January 11, 7:00-8:00pm
Kick off your new year with a conversation with best-selling essayist and award-winning poet, 
Ross Gay. An exploration of the joy we incite when we turn our attention to what we love and 
what brings us together. Register on our website to receive Zoom link.

Smarty Pants Holiday Show 
Saturday, December 3, 7:00-8:00pm 
Family program
Join us the evening of La Grange’s Holiday Walk for this fun show 
featuring magic, comedy and Smarty’s award-winning giant balloon props. 
The larger-than-life balloon creations will have the entire family amazed! 
No registration needed. 

Winter Reading Program
Monday, January 2-Saturday, February 18
All Ages
Grab a Bingo card from the Library and complete challenges to win prizes! 
Read books, attend programs and do other fun activities to make a line 
on your Bingo card. Every time you fill in a line, submit a raffle ticket for a 
chance to win a gift card to a local business in our weekly drawings. 
Complete the entire card and you’ll be entered into the drawing for the grand 
prize basket! 



Programs for Adults

Lactation Station: Breastfeeding Clinic
Thursdays, December 1, January 5 & February 2, 1:30-2:30pm
This is a welcoming group where you can meet other breastfeeding 
moms, ask questions and get assistance and support. Led by Vanessa 
Prinz, Board Certified Lactation Consultant. R

Versiti Blood Drive 
Wednesday, January 11, 3:00-7:00pm  
Sign up for Versiti’s urgent need blood 
drive and take the first step toward 
saving lives. In compliance with our 
state’s ordinance, donors will be 
required to wear masks during the 
donation process. R

Community Health
Community Organization Information Sessions 
Get connected with organizations serving our community. Visit the 
Library lobby to get information and speak with a representative. D

• Helping Hand Center
  Tuesday, December 6, 3:00-6:00pm

• National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI)
  Tuesday, December 13, 2:00-5:00pm

• Live 4 Lali
  Tuesday, December 20, 2:00-5:00pm

• Ellie Mental Health
  Tuesday, January 10, 2:00-5:00pm

Entertainment
Monday at the Movies
Every Monday starting December 5, 1:00-4:00pm
Enjoy an afternoon watching the latest and greatest movies. Check 
our online calendar to see what will be featured. We’ll feature holiday 
favorites in December. D

Happy Little Painting Party
Thursday, January 19 & February 23
7:00-8:00pm
Get creative and enjoy soothing wisdom as 
we paint along with an episode of The Joy of 
Painting. Materials will be provided. Bring an 
apron or wear clothes you don’t mind getting 
paint on. (Limit of 16.)  R

Flying High: Betty the Pan Am Stewardess  
Thursday, January 26, 7:00-8:00pm
In this historical portrayal, you’ll hear about the 
real-life experiences of a stewardess for Pan Am 
in the early 1960s. Learn about the strict height, 
weight and age requirements, cooking gourmet 
meals and celebrity passengers. Presented by Leslie Goddard. R

Unfinished Journey: African American Music in its Pivotal 
Decades
Wednesday, February 15, 7:00-8:00pm
Where and when did the collective African American voice truly begin 
to resound? And how? Join Clarence Goodman for an exploration of the 
origins of African American music. R

Crafts
Scottie Dog Doorstop
Thursday, December 8, 7:00pm (or on your own 
time)
Let this adorable Scottie dog hold your door 
open! You can pick up a craft kit to complete at 
home, or join us in the Library on December 8 to 
make your Scottie dog and enjoy refreshments with your co-crafters. 
Registration opens Thursday, December 1. R

Glass Painting
Thursday, January 12, 7:00pm (or on your own time) 
Design a set of two glasses to celebrate 2023! You can pick up a craft 
kit to complete at home, or join us in the Library on January 12 to paint 
your glasses and enjoy refreshments with your co-crafters. Registration 
opens Sunday, January 1. R

Evil Eye Pendant
Thursday, February 9, 7:00pm
Join us at the Library to make a beaded evil eye pendant 
and enjoy refreshments with your co-crafters. 
Registration opens Wednesday, January 25. R



Virtual Book Discussion: No Good Asking
Monday, December 12, 10:30-11:30am
No Good Asking by Fran Kimmel is a profoundly moving exploration of 
our capacity to heal one another. Register to receive the Zoom link to 
the discussion. 

Virtual Book Discussion: Mad About You 
Monday, February 13, 10:30-11:30am
Opposites attract in this new heartfelt, witty novel 
by Mhairi McFarlane. A cautious rule-follower calls 
off her engagement to “the perfect man” and 
moves in with a charismatic, risk-taking stranger 
who makes her question everything about her life. 
Register to receive the Zoom link to the discussion. 

Noir From Afar: Winter Counts
Tuesday, February 21, 7:00-8:00pm
Winter Counts, by David Heska Wanbli Weiden, marks 
the rise of a powerful new Native American voice 
in fiction. With brilliant and precise prose, Weiden 
has created a deeply moving, heartfelt crime novel 
through Virgil Wounded Horse and his experiences 
of Native life. Register to receive a Zoom link to the 
discussion. 

Scrabble Club 
Every 1st and 3rd Monday, 6:30-8:30pm
Drop-in for La Grange’s Scrabble Club! Whether you play for fun or for 
the challenge, come enjoy some classic wordplay. All skill levels are 
welcome. We’ll provide Scrabble boards and dictionaries. D

Coloring Club 
Mondays, December 12, January 23, & February 20 
7:00-8:00pm 
Bring your own colored pencils, pens, crayons, 
markers or paint to this relaxing coloring program. 
We’ll provide cardstock quality coloring pages, 
camaraderie and music. D

La Grange Writer’s Group   
Wednesdays, December 14 & 28, January 11 & 25, February 8 & 22 
6:30-8:30pm
Feeling creative? Join the La Grange Writer’s Group! Get feedback on 
your work and give feedback to other local authors. D

Scones with Bill the Baker
Monday, January 16, 6:30-7:30pm
Bill the Baker, with over 40 years of baking 
experience, will teach you his basic recipe for 
scones. Once mastered, Bill will show you how to 
substitute and mix/match ingredients. R

Enrichment
Virtual: 7 Things to Organize for a Clutter-Free New Year
Wednesday, January 18, 7:00-8:00pm
Ready for a fresh start? Help ensure a clutter-free new year by 
organizing seven key areas. Join bestselling author of Keep This, Toss 
That, and expert organizer, Jamie Novak, as they reveal how to put 
simple systems in place, what to do first and how to stay motivated. 
Plus, join Jamie for a tiny tidy up session live during the program. R

Tenacious Tour du Mont Blanc
Wednesday, February 2, 7:00-8:00pm
Trek 105 miles through the Alps as Brian Michalski guides us along 
Europe’s  world-famous Tour du Mont Blanc. As we  journey through 
France, Italy, and Switzerland, gain insight about practical planning 
tips, cultural tidbits, challenges, accommodation logistics and more 
through the lens of Michalski’s original photography. R

Season of Love Open Mic
Friday, February 10, 6:30-8:30pm
Adults and teens ages 15+
Join us for an evening of stories, songs, poems, 
raps, comedy and beyond. Feel free to bring a 
love themed original piece (romantic, familial, 
friendship, etc.) but all pieces are welcome. The first 15 
registrants who request their name be added to the performance sign 
up list will present (8 minute maximum). R  

Genealogy for Beginners
Wednesday, February 22, 7:00-8:00pm
New to family history and ancestry research?  Learn the basics of 
genealogical research in a friendly and welcoming environment.  All 
skill levels welcome! R 

Book Discussions

Programs for Adults

R for register, D for drop-in



Programs for Tweens
Grades 5-8 (unless noted)

Build Your Own Cookie 
Wednesday, December 7, 3:45-4:45pm  
Make a personalized cookie! We’ll mix up a basic 
cookie batter, but you get to choose your favorite 
add-ins to create that extra special touch. R
 
Sew a Scrunchie  
Tuesday, December 6, 4:00-6:00pm  
Ages 9 and up  
Scrunchies are easy and fun to make from repurposed materials. They 
can be made from old t-shirts, denim, linens, or maybe you want to 
buy something to match a festive outfit? We’ll provide elastic and 
instructions, just bring some material (approximately 4”x18”). Please 
register for a 4:00pm or 5:00pm timeslot. R   
 
Coding Club  
Tuesday, December 13, January 10 & 
February 14, 3:45-4:45pm  
Learn to code, work at your own 
pace, create cool projects and gain 
real-life skills in Coding Club. R 
  

Cut the Cable Cord
Tuesday, December 7, 7:00-8:30pm
Amazon, Apple and Netflix are just a few of 
the options available for people who are 
interested in cutting the cable cord. Find 
out all the best services and learn about 
streaming devices, like Roku and Apple TV. R

Change Your Life Online
Monday, January 9, 7:00-8:30pm
If you’re trying to stay on top of your New Year’s Resolutions, then you’ll 
want to learn about our top health, organization and learning apps that 
will help you become a new you! R

Technology Programs for Adults
Google Docs Basics
Tuesday, January 31, 6:30-7:30pm
Learn the basics of Google Docs, a free online word processing app, in 
this introductory class. R

Windows 11 Basics
Monday, February 13, 7:00-8:45pm
Learn everything you need to get started with Microsoft’s Windows 11, 
including the using Start menu, navigation and basic customization. R

Google Sheets Basics
Monday, February 27, 6:30-7:30pm
Learn the basics of Google Sheets (a free online spreadsheet app) in 
this introductory class. R

Real-Life Among Us  
Friday, January 6, 2:30-3:30pm  
Have you ever wondered what it would be like if you were transformed 
into an actual Crewmate or Imposter for a day? Find out in this real-life 
game of Among Us! Complete tasks and compete to stay alive. R    
 
Tween Knitting Club  
Thursday, February 2-23, 3:45-4:15pm 
Whether you are an expert or a beginner, you are invited to our knitting 
club. Learn the basics by knitting a simple craft with us. Needles and 
yarn will be provided. R 

String Art Valentine’s  
Tuesday, February 7, 3:45-4:45pm  
Craft a unique and geometric Valentine from a board, pegs and some 
colored string. Create a traditional heart, or design your own shape. R 

Donut Eat This Soap Craft  
Tuesday, February 21, 3:45-4:45pm  
Make donut shaped soap that looks good enough to 
eat (complete with icing and sprinkles on top). R
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LinkedIn Learning
Learn business, creative, and technology skills to achieve your personal and professional goals 
at your own pace. Join LinkedIn Learning today to get access to thousands of video tutorials. 
All you need is your Library card. Learn how to get started on our website.



Programs for Tweens & Teens
Grades 5-12

After School Hangout  
Grades 5-12 
Welcome all tweens and teens! Hang 
out after school with friends in our 
Dierkes room. We’ll have video and 
board games, snacks and more! Space 
is available periodically, so check the events calendar for dates and 
times. D 
 
Needle Felt Penguin (Grab & Go Craft Kit)  
Starting Monday, December 5 (while supplies last)  
Grades 5-12  
Craft a fuzzy penguin pal from wool to use as an 
ornament or winter decortation. Kits will be available at 
the Children’s Services desk. D 

Programs for Teens
Grades 7-12 (unless noted)

Hot Chocolate Bombs  
Grades 5-8: Tuesday, January 24, 3:45-5:15pm  
Teens & Adults: Tuesday, January 31
6:30-8:00pm  
If you love hot chocolate, you’ll love learning to 
make your own hot chocolate bombs to keep you 
warm throughout the winter. They also make wonderful gifts. R 

Save the Kingdom of La Grange: A Fairy Tale Escape Room  
Grades 5-8: Friday, February 17
Session One: 4:00-4:45pm; Session Two: 6:30-7:15pm
Grades 7-12: Friday, February 24 
Session One: 4:00-4:45pm; Session Two: 6:30-7:15pm  
A powerful gem that controls the fate of the kingdom, has been stolen 
and locked away. Now, a brave group of heroes must solve the clues to 
unlock the stone and save La Grange! Learn a little bit of local history 
while solving this fairy tale themed escape room. R

Accepting Teen Advisory Board (TAB) Applications
Meet with your peers once a month, earn volunteer hours and help 
decide what cool stuff the library can offer for teens, including 
programs, improvements to the teen area, and the YA collection. 
Applicant interview is required before attending your first meeting. 
Learn more and apply on the Teen page of our website.
  
Teen Writer’s Studio  
Thursday, December 8, January 5 & February 2, 4:30-5:30pm  
Grades 7-12  
Love to write, but need feedback? Drop by to share your talent and 
opinions with peers in this writing and critique style program. We’ll also 
have fun with writing prompts and activities. D 

Finals Destination  
Monday, December 19-Thursday, December 22, 3:30-8:30pm  
Grades 7-12
We’ll open our large meeting room as a study space. Enjoy snacks and 
study with friends! D

100 Books Before Graduation 
Challenge!  
Begins January 2  
Grades 9-12  
Do you think you can read 100 books before 
graduating? Use the digital app, Beanstack, to log your reading and 
earn prizes! Read 100 books and earn a free book of your choice. 

After-Hours Library Lock-In Party  
Saturday, January 7, 7:00-9:00pm  
Grades 7-12  
Have you ever fantasized about being locked in the Library? Now is 
your chance! Join us for food, fun activities and the novelty of being 
among the privileged few allowed in the Library after closing. R 

Virtual: Navigating the College Search in a Changing 
Landscape 
January 17, 6:30-7:30pm
Grades 9-12 and Adults
Learn about current trends in college admission, acceptance, cost to 
attend, myths about financial aid, 2023 FAFSA changes and more with 
Heidi King from College Inside Track. This virtual presentation will be 
followed by a Q&A. Participants can submit their questions in advance 
to receive a more tailored response.
 
Cake in a Mug 
Wednesday, February 22, 3:45-4:45pm 
Grades 7-12 
Learn how to whip up an individual portion of 
cake to satisfy your sweet tooth. All you need is 
a mug and a few ingredients. R 

R for register, D for drop-in



Programs for Children & Families
The Snow Show 
Thursday, January 19, 3:45-4:45pm 
Ages 3-7
Join little Pinky and her wintry friends as they 
celebrate a snow day together. This delightful 
musical marionette variety show is presented by 
Dave Herzog’s Marionettes delightful musical 
marionette variety show. Brought to you by the 
generous donations to the Tyler Duelm Memorial fund. D 
 
Zumbini  
Friday, January 27, 10:30-11:00am 
Under the age of 4 with caregiver 
Come experience the magic of Zumba while bonding with your little 
one. The Zumbini program combines movement and world music 
to stimulate early learning while providing the ultimate bonding 
experience. R 
 
Winter Messy Art  
Wednesday, February 8, 3:30-4:30pm
Ages 2-5    
Let your preschooler discover and create. Tables will be set up with 
a variety of winter-themed art projects. Stay for one or try them all. 
Dress to get messy!  D  
 
Play-Doh Sculpting 
Friday, February 17, 10:00-11:00am 
Mold, sculpt and mingle. We’ll provide both 
the Play-Doh and the tools. And we’ll clean 
up the mess! D 

Candy House Creations  
Friday, December 2, 4:00-7:00pm (or as long as 
supplies last) 
Family program for all ages
Drop-in for our special holiday family craft event 
and create a candy house using sweet treats! 
Supplies will be provided. Just bring your creativity! D 
 
Family Bingo Night 
Friday, January 27, 6:30-7:30pm 
Family program for all ages
All ages are invited to join us for an exciting evening of Bingo. Which 
family members will go home victorious? There will be a variety of 
prizes. R 
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For Everyone

Registration for December programs opens Monday, November 21.  
Registration for January programs is opens Monday, December 19.  
Registration for February programs opens Monday, January 23.  
  

Birth-Age 6  
  
Storytimes   
Storytime introduces children to early literacy 
skills through half an hour of stories, activities 
and songs.  All storytimes are drop-in, but space 
is limited to the first 20 children and their 
caregivers. D  
  
Winter Storytimes  
Tuesday, January 17-Thursday, February 23  
  
Toddler Storytime (ages 2-3)  
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday, 9:30-10:00am, D 
   
Baby Storytime   
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday, 10:30-11:00am  
Children ages birth-23 months with a caregiver.  
Let us introduce your little one to storytime! This interactive program 
includes books, action rhymes, songs, and bubbles. Space is limited to 
15 children and their caregivers. D  
  
Pajama Storytime   
Wednesday, December 14, January 18 and February 15, 7:00-7:30pm  
Ages birth-5. Older siblings welcome.  
Snuggle up to some great stories and songs! If you’d like, wear your 
P.J.s and bring something to cuddle. R  
 
Family Storytime & Craft   
Saturday, December 17, January 21 and February 18, 10:00-11:00am  
Ages birth-5. Older siblings welcome.  
The entire family is invited to join us for stories, songs and a fun craft. 
R

Tiny Toes Music    
Saturday, January 14 and February 11 
10:00-10:45am  
Ages birth-5. Older siblings welcome.   
Join us for musical fun with your little one! 
Tiny Toes Music features fun songs, dancing, a 
storybook and instrument activities especially 
created for young children. R 
 



Programs for Children & Families

LEGO® Club  
Thursdays, December 8, January 12 and 
February 9, 3:45-4:45pm 
Preschool-Grade 6 
LEGO enthusiasts are invited to meet and work 
individually or as a group. All supplies will be provided, and your project 
will be on display until the next LEGO Club. Bring your imagination and 
creativity! D 
 
Change Makers’ Club 
Monday, December 12, January 16 and February 20, 3:45-4:45pm 
Grades 3-6 
Calling all kids who want to make the world a better place! Join us 
to read a book about someone who made a positive impact on their 
community, then explore the topic through discussion and a game or a 
craft. R 
 
Gifts in a Jar 
Ages 5-7: Wednesday, December 14, 3:45-4:30pm 
Ages 8-12: Thursday, December 15, 3:45-4:30pm 
We’ll create ready-to-make goodies for gift giving complete with gift 
tags and baking instructions! R 

Read to the Dogs  
Monday, December 19, January 16 and February 20, 7:00-8:00pm 
Grades K-6 
Read to a specially trained dog for 15 minutes. Advanced registration is 
not required, but you will need to stop by the Children’s Services desk 
to reserve a time slot beginning at 6:45pm the evening of the program. 
Reading time is a one-on-one experience as it provides an opportunity 
for each child to read aloud without being critiqued. D
 
Afternoon Movie: The Bad Guys 
Wednesday, January 4, 2:00-4:00pm 
Bring a pillow, a snack and a friend or two and join us for 
the movie The Bad Guys on our big screen. D 
 
Video Game Play 
Saturday, January 14, 2:00-3:30pm 
Ages 6-10 
Try out Switch and PlayStation 5 games on our big screen! Come on 
your own or bring a friend for an afternoon of fun. D 
 

Zumba® Kids 
Tuesday, January 17, 3:45-4:45pm 
Ages 7-11
This class will feature kid-friendly routines based on original Zumba 
choreography. An activity and cultural exploration will also be part of 
this class. R 

Candy Science 
Monday, January 23, 3:45-4:45pm 
Grades 3-6 
Do you like candy? How about science? Let’s mix the two and see what 
happens! R 

No-Bake Cereal Bars
Thursday, January 26, 3:45-4:45pm 
Ages 8-12 
We’ll whip up some easy, no-bake cereal bars. 
Choose from a variety of mix-ins to create your 
own signature flavor! R 
 
Pinewood Derby Workshop 
Sunday, January 29, 2:00-3:00pm 
Ages 6-12 with an adult helper 
Get ready to race! Learn the secrets 
of winning a Pinewood Derby from a derby expert with over 60 years 
of experience. In this session, you’ll learn the physics of the Pinewood 
Derby and all the aspects of making a fast car. Topics discussed are 
gravity, friction, potential and kinetic energy, and how they factor into 
building a fast car. R

Valentine Workshop 
Monday, February 6, 3:45-4:45 
Ages 5-12
Make one-of-a-kind Valentines to share with friends 
and family. We’ll have everything you might need to 
let your creativity run wild this Valentine’s Day! D

Homemade Goldfish Crackers 
Wednesday, February 15, 3:45-4:45pm 
Ages 8-12 
Learn to bake cheesy goldfish crackers so good that you’ll never want 
to buy the store brand again. R 

Disappearing Marshmallows 
Thursday, February 23, 3:45-4:45pm 
Ages 5-7 
We’ll bake marshmallow-stuffed crescent rolls so delicious that the 
entire roll will disappear. We’ll complete the magic with chocolate 
dipped magical wands. R R for register, D for drop-in

School Age
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Visit Us Online Anytime!

We are proud to unveil our new 
look & new La Grange Public Library 

website! 

Our website features new, easy 
to use navigation and improved 
organization, as well as our new, 

fresh look. See for yourself at 
www.lagrangelibrary.org.


